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The Blessing Principle

In a recent survey, George Barna found that seventy-two
percent of Americans believed that people are blessed by God
so that they can enjoy life as much as possible, and fifty-eight
percent agreed with the statement that the primary purpose of
life is enjoyment and fulfillment. Very few Christians, without
prompting, believe that they have been blessed in order to be a
blessing to others.

When Jesus was asked what was the most important
commandment, He responded by saying we are to love God (not
things) with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love
our neighbors as ourselves (Mk. 12:30, 31). That kind of love is
self-denying and sacrificial.

When God entered into covenant with Abraham, He said in
Genesis 12: 2, 3:

2And | will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a
blessing: *And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.

We are blessed in order to be a blessing to others. | have named
this truth The Blessing Principle.

That principle is not just a part of the Old Testament. In 2
Corinthians 9:10-14, that principle is reaffirmed:

%Now he who supplies seed to the sower
and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge
the harvest of your righteousness. **You
will be made rich in every way so that you



Yes, God wi |l | bl ess us.

can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.  **This service that
you perform is not only supplying the
needs of God's people but is also
overflowing in many expressions of thanks
to God. *Because of the service by which
you have proved yourselves, men will
praise God for the obedience that
accompanies your confession of the gospel
of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else.
Y“And in their prayers for you their hearts
will go out to you, because of the
surpassing grace God has given you.

Look

to make all grace abound to you so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need,

2 Corinthians 9:8. God wants to bless us. But the ultimate

blessing is that He uses us to bless others.

you

And, the final blessing we will receive someday is to hear Him

say:

—Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been
faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many
ngs: enter thou into

t hi

Questions for thought:

1. If God wants to get resources to ministry, who would He

give resources to?

t

he

2. List at least three different ways you have blessed others by
giving over the last three years.

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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The Dead Sea Syndrome

Do you sense that you and/or your church need a greater
moving of the Holy Ghost? Could it be that you and/or your
church have the Dead Sea Syndrome?

Bodies of water with abundance are those that have outlets.
They receive abundance from the rivers that flow into them, and
they pass that abundance on through the rivers that flow out of
them.

You have, probably, read how the Dead Sea is a body of water
with no significant life in it. Why is there no life in this body of
water? The Dead Sea has so much salt in it that there is no
abundance in this body of water. Why is there such a high level
of salt? The Dead Sea has no outlet. The water just
accumulates and accumulates. The only way water leaves the
Dead Sea is through evaporation. The evaporation leaves salt
behind, and it has done that for centuries.

God*‘ s ab wrsidtaoor tives. Areoyou more like a
body of water with abundance or are you more like the Dead
Sea? Are you full of the Holy Ghost and His abundance which
you are passing on to others, or because of your inability to pass
your blessings on to others, has your life become inhospitable to
the Holy Spirit? Let us never stop the flow of blessings we
have received from God. If you are not experiencing the Holy
Ghost as you should, if your church is not experiencing a move
of the Holy Ghost, could it be because of the Dead Sea
Syndrome?

Some of us are shivering and wondering why the
Holy Spirit does not fill us. We have plenty
coming in, but we do not give it out. Give out the



blessing that you have, start larger plans for
service and blessing, and you will soon find that
the Holy Ghost is before you, and He will
present you with blessings for service, and give
you all that He can trust you to give away to
others. —Give Out The Blessingo taken from
Streams in the Desert by Mrs. Charles E.
Cowman
(http://www.backtothebible.org/devotions/devoti
on.php/streams/266).

Questions for thought:

1. I f you were going to make
blessing, what would be the first three things you would do this
next year?

2. Isyour churchachurchthrou gh whi ch God‘ s bl
to others? How could your church better flow blessings to
others?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries



The Blessing Principle: Blessed to be a Blessing Day 3

The Danger of Hoarding

It says in Proverbs that saving is wise. In Luke 12:16-21, it
reads:

And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain
rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself,
'What shall 1 do? I have no place to store my crops.'

"Then he said, This is what I'll do. I will tear down my
barns and build bigger ones, and there | will store all my
grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have
plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry.""

"But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your
life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what
you have prepared for yourself?'

"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things
for himself but is not rich toward God."

There is nothing wrong with saving for appropriate goals. What
is the danger of hoarding?

This man was a hoarder. There is nothing wrong with savings;
there is nothing wrong with preparing for the future, but this
man was a hoarder. Verse 21 indicates he was stingy towards
God. Do you know what the danger is to the Kingdom of God
when Christians hoard? When | was first asked to consider that
question, I thought I knew the answer. My answer was that the
danger to the Kingdom is that resources are not available to the
Kingdom.



But, then I learned something from Marion Spellman, the
founder and director of Peniel Ministries. She told me that the
greatest danger to the Kingdom is not just that resources are not
available to the Kingdom, but that resources for the Kingdom
are taken out of circulation. Not only is it not available to the
Kingdom for the first time, but it is not able to benefit the
Kingdom time and time again. When someone is generous in
the Kingdom, it starts a ripple effect that has the potential to
benefit many people. When one person is blessed by God and
they bless another, that person can then bless another. A few
years ago, there was a movie that centered around people
—paying it forward./l Christia
it forward. I

Questions for thought:

1. Why do people hoard? Are there particular types of people
that are more apt to hoard than others?

2. What are some signs that you have passed from being a
—wi se saverl to a —foolish hoa

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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He Will Bless You; Prove It

A true story. Our church had a policy that the leaders of the
church must be tithers. We found that tithing leaders produce
tithing followers and non-tithing leaders produce non-tithers.
With a change in employment, the Sunday School
superintendent had stopped tithing. After months of hoping he
would begin tithing again, | asked him to go to lunch.

At the end of an enjoyable lunch, I brought up the

superint etnidtemitn . meahrdme)el knpwn ot
you have switched to a job where you get paid by commission.

That has caused anxiety for you as you work hard to supply the
needs for your children and vy

—Yes, Ken, Il know | shongikd be
required by the Word. But this is a tough season of adjusting to

this commission based compensation. | have not gotten to the

level of salary | was making previously, and | am having a

difficult time feeding my children and making our house

payment. | think I should resign as Sunday School
superintendent . |

—Wel l, Joe, Il am gl ad you bel
makes our conversation tyoday
to resign as Sunday School superintendent. | appreciate your

many years of faithful tithing. | would like to help you get back

into the habit of tithing. The church will give your family $75 a
week in grocery store gift certificates for 90 days on the

condition that you immediately start tithing. My goal is to get

you back into the routine of writing that first check for the tithe,

and | believe at the end of the 90 days that God will have

blessed you so much that you will continue paying it. | believe
the church is to help you as



—Wo w, vy elslgthatvamd thamk yiou for caring enough to
meet and talk about this. And, I am thankful for a church that
cares about our well-being, both physically and spiritually, in a
very real way. I

| prayed for the superintendent, and we visited a while. Just

bef ore we parted, |l said, —Joe
that I only share with you because of our relationship and my

|l ove for you and your family?l
—Sure Ken, please do. |l

—Do you believe that | wild!@l ma

the $75 a week gift certificates that we have promised for 90
days?I

—Of course | do. |
—Why is that?2l
—Because you always do what yo

As a smile came to my face, | placed my hand upon the
superintendent‘s shouldem, and
my voice, —Don‘t you think it
trust me, a human who is fallible and with severe limitations;

and, yet you were not trusting the God of the universe to

provide for you when He said,
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me

now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you

the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there

shall not be room enough to re

Questions for thought:

1. Have you ever heard someone who tithed say they regret that
they had tithed?

2. How can you get people to understand that they will be

blessed if they tithe and are generous towards God?
By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Blessing Assessing |

| found this listing of blessings on the internet and thought I
would share them with you:

If you woke up this morning with more health than
iliness, you are more blessed than the million who
won't survive the week.

If you have never experienced the danger of battle,
the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture
or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 20
million people around the world.

If you attend a church meeting without fear of
harassment, arrest, torture, or death, you are more
blessed than almost three billion people in the world.

If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your
back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep, you
are richer than 75% of this world.

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and
spare change in a dish someplace, you are among the
top 8% of the world's wealthy.

If your parents are still married and alive, you are
very rare, especially in the United States.

If you hold up your head with a smile on your face
and are truly thankful, you are blessed because the
majority can, but most do not.

If you can hold someone's hand, hug them or even
touch them on the shoulder, you are blessed because
you can offer God's healing touch.



If you can read this message, you are more blessed
than over two billion people in the world that cannot
read anything at all.

You are so blessed in ways you may never even
know.

-Author
Unknown

Most of the blessings listed above are not even financial
blessings. We are amazingly blessed.

Questions for thought:

1. Why are human beings more apt to focus on their problems
and hardships than to count their blessings?

2. What is one practical way to combat this tendency on a daily
basis?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Blessing Assessing I

One morning R. C. Chapman, a devout Christian, was asked

how he was feeling. —I *‘m burd
reply. But his happy countenance contradicted his words. So the

guestioner exclaimed in surapr
Chapman?ll —Yes, but—iitt'‘ss aan wo

overabundance of blessings for which I cannot find enough time
or words to express my gratit

the face of his friend, Chapma
referring to Psalm 68:19, which fully describes my condition. In
that verse the Father in heav

us with benefits. I

F. E. Marsh has enumerated some of these blessings:

An acceptance that can never be questioned. (Eph. 1:6).
An inheritance that can never be lost (I Peter 1:3-5).

A deliverance that can never be excelled (2 Cor. I:10).
A grace that can never be limited (2 Cor. 12:9).

A hope that can never be disappointed. (Heb. 6:18, 19).
A bounty that can never be withdrawn. (I Col. 3:21-23).
A joy that need never be diminished (John 15:11).

A nearness to God that can never be reversed (Eph.

=
w
~

A peace that can never be disturbed (John 14:27).
A righteousness that can never be tarnished (2 Cor.

e 0 PND) © o o o o o o o

a
N
[y
~

A salvation that can never be canceled (Heb. 5:9).
Source Unknown



Questions for thought:

1. Who might you expect to be more cognizant of the blessings
listed above —a Christian who is a wealthy American business
owner, or a Christian who is a poor worker in Haiti? Why?

2. Can we ever be too blessed?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Ask For Blessings

| have just started reading Beyond Jabez by Bruce

Wil ki nson. God said in | Chr
You would bl ess me, indeed. |
is an el ement of Jabez‘s requ

Here is what Bruce Wilkinson says on pages 33 and 34
that | wanted to share with you:

—I t ' s t h ideed.llrette briginalo r d

Hebrew language, in which the Old Testament is

written, we find no separate word for indeed.

Rather, in Hebrew grammar the writer had the

option of slightly changing the spelling of the

verb in order to add the meaning intensely or

immensely. The effect is similar to when we take

a bland statement || ike _I
crank up the amplification
smashed the mirror into a million piece s ! *

That's what the writer of
the verb forblessh e changed the word
order to make it mean bless intensely. Jabez was

saying _God, | reaindty want
just a littl e, but a | ot!

Not only do many of us find it difficult to ask

God to bless us, but askin
can be even more uncomfortable. Somehow, it

feels selfish. Selfish with a capital S.

After | taught on this principle a few years ago, a

man came up to me, visibly upset about the

notion of asking God for a blessing. He got even

more worked up when | pointed out that Jabez

di dn‘t wa ndwanded albig fdessig. ng, h



The man couldn®t contain hi
l onger . _That's wrong! " he
| prayed for wisdom and picked up seven books

from the top of a nearby piano. | then made

three piles. The first pile had one book, the

second two books, and third had four books.
_Each of these represents b

Lord, * | said. _The size o
sizeoftheb| essi ng. Whi ch one wo
The man turned red with frustration and with

tight | ips mumbled, _The bi
|l smiled and assured him th
woul d choose. Then | said,
y 0 u ‘' ame shaw captestant and you win the

grand prize. You have a choice of three prizes:
a new refrigerator, a new car, and a new house.
Which one would you choose?

He | aughed and said, _The h
_But sir, you are so selfis
truth had slipped in the back door.

He blurted out, —But | woul
the smallest onel’

Questions for thought:

1. What message might we be sending to God
when we CHOOSE not to ask Him to bless us?

2. What are the potential negative results of our
NOT asking God to bless us?

3. Is it ever wrong to ask God to bless us?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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The Blessing of More Than Enough

What is the largest number of people you have had show up
unexpectedly for dinner? So, what did you do? Smaller
portions? Look in the freezer? Send someone to Wal-Mart to
buy pasta? What if you would have had 5,000 men and their
families show up for dinner?

In the sixth chapter of John, we read about Jesus asking Philip,
"Where are we going to find enough food to feed all of these
people?” Smaller portions? There appeared to be NO portions.
Look in the freezer? Not in the first century. Send someone to
the store? Wal-Mart, Krogers and Food Lion were many years
away. Jesus already knew the answer to the question, but he
wanted to see what Philip would say. Philip responded, "Even if
| had my earning for eight months, we couldn't buy enough food
for all of these people to even have one bite."

While Philip was answering this question, Andrew was
scanning the crowd. He found a boy with five loaves and two
small fish, but he asked Jesus "how far will they go?"

Jesus simply told them to have the people sit down. Jesus took
the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were
seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
When everyone had enough to eat, they gathered the pieces that
were left over. Jesus instructed them to let nothing be wasted.
They gathered twelve baskets of bread.

What stewardship lessons do we learn from this miracle of
Jesus?



1. Jesus can do more with a little than we think possible. When
we trust what we have to God, He will take even a small
amount and multiply it so that it meets our needs.

2. Jesus used what a willing child gave him. God wants to
partner with you to meet the needs of others. However, we must
be willing to serve. If the boy on that special day had refused to
give Jesus what he had, the miracle would not have taken place.
We may think that what we have doesn't amount to much or
what we have wouldn't help God that much. We need to realize
that our opinion of the inadequacy of what we have is not
relevant. If we believe that what we have belongs to God and
that He can use it, HE WILL USE IT.

3. God responds to expressions of our faith. Tithing is an
expression of our faith. Giving is an expression of our faith.

4. Giving to God doesn't mean that we will have less. Note that
the scripture says they "all had enough to eat." That included
the little boy. Even as many others were blessed by his
willingness to give to Jesus, he, also, was blessed. Don't you
think that the boy was more blessed seeing his lunch feed
thousands of people than he was by simply having enough to
eat that day?

Don't limit the blessings of God in your life or in the lives of
others by a lack of giving your time, talent, or treasure that God
has supplied you. When you respond in obedience and in faith
as you seek to be a good steward of what God has put in your
care, God will bless you and others in ways beyond your
wildest imagination.

Questions for thought:

1. Whoint he body of Christ 1is
be a giver? Children? Elderly? Low Income? Fixed Income?

exer



2. When was the last time you asked God to increase your
awareness of the giving opportunities He might bring into your
sphere of influence? What might happen if you do?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Profit and Loss

In the business world, corporations do quarterly assessments of

their financial health, expressing those findings in various

accounting reports, one of which is the Profit & Loss statement.

The —P & LI | ists revenue earn

Paul described his own personal Profit and Loss Statement of

sorts in Philippians 3:7-8.

Having just |isted the —revenu
now shares his bottom line. Listen to his declaration:

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for

the sake of Christ. What is more, | consider everything

a loss, compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all
things. | consider them rubbish, that I may gain
Christé (PRSNMppians 3:7

Anne Graham Lotz in her Daily Light Journale c hoes Paul °
words as she proclaims, —Don°‘t
or prestige, popularity or promotions, success or fame—just

give me Jesus. |

| agree with Paul and Anne, ye
amazing and interesting ways. As we release all things to Him,
counting them as loss, God often hands them right back to us

and says, —Use them. Enjoy th
to me, and from time to ti me,
instructions,andbe ready to obey. I Thi

st ewar ds hi o.dpassessigns anddacilitating their
use as His plans require them!

In my own life, God has blessed me with a comfortable home
that I so much enjoy. But, as | often tell people, it is not my
house, God just —l ets me |ive



God needs a place for a coll e
of town family to stay for a few days, or a few hours by the

quiet fire to refresh the spirit of another. The reality is that one

reason God has blessed me to live in this house is SO THAT I

can partner with Him to use it to be a blessing to someone else.

Have you grasped the truth that God owns everything? Once
you do, you are ready to discover the freedom and joy of
operating in th8Bl|leBlsegsitmog bRr

Questions for thought:
1. The Bible says: —The earth
it,

the world, and all who I|ive

Before a Christian can begin to understand the first thing about
being blessed and blessing others, he/she must first understand
that God owns everything. We tend to forget that God owns
everything. We work hard. Through our blood, sweat and
tears, we are able to acquire things. If we attain some level of
success, we tend to think that the success we have had is
because of our hard work. Have you talked to the Owner of
Everything recently and asked Him how you are doing with the
things he has entrusted to you?

2. If you have not asked Him, recently, how you are doing with
the things He has entrusted to you, why is that? Is it because
you are afraid He is going to ask you to give it away?

By Debbie Davis, Administrative Assistant to Lamar Vest
American Bible Society
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Sweet Meditation

I try to live my life according to the truth that God owns
everything and the things He has entrusted me to manage are to
be used to bless others. To think that God wants me involved in
His business of blessing someone else is humbling and
amazing. | have honestly found that this is a wonderful and
exciting way to live!

I have also, honestly, found that sprinkled into the wonder and
excitement of blessing others are weariness, inconvenience, and
frustration. Oh, not enough to stop the flow of blessing from
God through me to others, but certainly enough to pollute it
with grumbling and complaining.

The Lord's gentle scal pel expo
recently as | listened to a well-known radio Bible teacher speak

on hospitality and allowing the Lord to use our homes to

minister to others. In conclusion, she asked a simple question—
—What does the way you use you
Jesus?I

As lalludedtoinyesterday’ s devotional, God
needed to use His home (the one I live in) to provide shelter and

refuge, or just refreshment, to others on many occasions over

the years. My husband and | have often heard comments like,

—l don‘t know Wow® 'you hdmki tll co
you do, Il etec. I mentally answ
pretty quickly with a matter-of-f act , —I t hi nk we
fine in that department; I think the way we use our home says to

the world that Jesus lovesandbles s es peopl e. |



That ‘s when | felt the scalope
reminded me of the morning a few weeks earlier when | had
read Psalm 104:34.

May my meditation be sweet to Him.

I didn“t know why on t hlme mor
words and knew that God wanted me to pay attention to them.

Now, |l understood. God follo
with one of His own: —The wo
but what is the meditation of your heart saying to me? |l

With genuine gratitude for His gracious confrontation, | had to

repent for how | had allowed my thoughts and attitudes to

pollute the blessing process we had been a part of. The Lord

taught me that day that I must guard my heart from becoming

an —unc h e el mdstundt dffer gy giftewith a
burdened attitude. This kind

Questions for thought:

1. What is the area of giving you find most difficult to do
cheerfully. money, time, or ta

2. What practical steps can you take to combat this problem?
By Debbie Davis, Administrative Assistant to Lamar Vest
American Bible Society
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Nothing

There was a time in my life when | encountered the possibility

of a job change that | had not sought after or desired. Although

it would have been considered a promotion, the responsibilities

associated with the new position were daunting. Anxiety filled

my spirit and knotted my stomach at just the thought of what

would be requiredofme ...f or whi ch | felt coc
inadequate and unprepared. | much preferred the comfort of

staying right where | was, but recognized the prompting of the

Lord to seek His face and allow Him to conform my thinking to

His will and purpose for my life.

As | sat at my kitchen table one Saturday morning, my daily
devotional reading brought me
Supper. Jesus posed a question to His disciples in Luke 22:35:

Then Jesus asked them, fWhe
bag,orsandals,di d you | ack anything
they answered.

The Lord stopped me right there and that still, small, but
unmistakable voice of the Holy Spirit began to speak to my
heart ..

—|l created you and | know y
yourself. Youmayfeelinadequate and unprep
there may be no tangible evide
1 send you, if 1 call your life to this new place, you will lack

nothing. |

My entire attitude changed in that moment. God graciously
reminded me that He recognized resources already in me that |
di dkm‘ow | had..as wel | as the on



me ..and my chall enge was to tr
could not see in myself at that moment.

The ultimate stewardship arena is the place where we must
choose to give back to God not just our money or possessions,
but the control and destiny of our very lives. Scary?
Sometimes. Optional? Never.

By the way, the job change | feared never materialized. But

God used the experience to teach me a very valuable lesson—

one | “ve drawn strengtytimsnd e
ever since that day at my kitchen table.

Quiestions for thought:

1. Do you measure your resources by what YOU own or by
what God owns? Read 2 Corinthians 9:8: And God is able to
make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.
Another great verse, Philippians 4:19: My God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

2. In 2 Samuel 24:24, David said he would not offer to the Lord
something that cost him nothing. What is your present level of
giving..in all forms.costing Yy

By Debbie Davis, Administrative Assistant to Lamar Vest
American Bible Society
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TREASURE

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also
(Matthew 6:19-21) NIV.

Somewhere upstairs | have some Mexican currency. Colorful

paper bills, as | recall, and mildly interesting coins. Some of

this foreign money was purposely carried home as a souvenir

from my first trip to Cancun years ago. Near the end of each
successive visit, we calcul at e
through our last day and converted the rest back to U.S. dollars

before we came home. My calculations were never exact,

however, and resulted in the rest of the accumulated Mexican

cash. Whatever value that money has in Mexico, it would do

me no good to try and spend it here in Cleveland, Tennessee.

In his book, The Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn gives a

similar illustration and application that parallels my real life

experience and takes it an important step further. Imagine you

are a Northerner temporarily living in the South near the end of

the Civil War. illpreval andther i ous t
victory is i mminent. You‘ve a
confederate currency. What should you do? Knowing that US

currency is the only money that will have any value once the

war is over, you should immediately cash in your confederate

money, keeping only enough to meet your short-term needs. To

do anything else would be very foolish indeed.



Jesus addresses this issue in Matthew 6:19-21, where He tells us
plainly not to store up our treasures here on earth. Why not?
Because no matter how great the value of an earthly fortune,
like confederate money after the Civil War has ended, it will be
worthless in eternity.

Jesus implores us to transfer
compl ete |l oss is certainsto h
guaranteed! Accumulating earthly treasures that are impossible

to hold on to for | ong is not
Quiestions for thought:

1. Any sane person knowst hat t hey —can‘'t t

How do you explain the human tendency to ignore this fact and
spend our lives pursuing more and more wealth and
possessions?

2. Do you need to examine your life for even subtle ways
you‘ve bought into the |lie of

By Debbie Davis, Administrative Assistant to Lamar Vest
American Bible Society
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Is There a Spiritual Aspect to Debt?
What questions should we be asking?

- One out of 70 families in America will go bankrupt
this year. That number ten years ago was one out of every 300
families.

-More people will go bankrupt this year than will
graduate from U.S. colleges and universities.

-Ten years ago, the average American family saved 8%
of their income and spent 2% of their income on credit card
debt. Today, the average American family saves 2% of their
income and spends 8% of their income on credit card debt.

- In 1992, the average family had credit card debt
approximating $3,000. In 2002, the average family had credit
card debt approximating $9,000.

-The average family spends $1,500 a year just on credit
card interest.

-Debt is the number one reason for marital problems.

From my observation, people do not, usually, connect
spirituality with the dynamic of how they spend their money.
Let me correct that; as creditors become relentless in calling day
after day, as stress consumes peace of mind, as relationships
suffer and cause people to feel depressed and powerless, people
become much more spiritual as they ask God to rescue them
from the hopeless debt situation they have spent themselves
into.



As | read the teachings of Jesus, many times he would tell a
story and then ask His disciples questions. Would it have been
easier for Him to tell them what He wanted them to know?
Perhaps, but through asking questions, He was able to have
them think their way to the answers He wanted them to find. In
considering whether there is a spiritual aspect to debt, let me do
the same. Let me tell you a true story and then ask some
questions.

The blue collar worker stood before his friends at the church
and gave his testimony:

—My son is going to be a s
computer. | don even kn
but by the time a child ge

world, he needs a computersohed oesn*“t f al |
wanted my son to have every advantage in school. We
did not have money in savings to buy a computer. My
wife and | looked at our budget and tried to find a way
to buy a computer. There was no way we could afford
to buy a computer. | thought about putting it on the
credit card, but I did not want to have that debt at such
high interest. So, | decided to pray for a computer.
Every day, | would pour my heart out to God as to how |
wanted my son to have a computer to help him learn,
and how | did not feel | was being a good dad because |
was not providing it. | told Him I believed what the
Bible said about the blessing that results from tithing
and giving. | asked him to please allow my son to have
a computer.

Three weeks later, a man that knows my family came to
the door with a big box in his arms. He asked if my son
could use a computer in school. | was so shocked that |
must have taken a few minutes to get a word out, and the
man s ai d]donotwanttssellfittog ® u . °
finally, spoke up and told him about my prayers and



how his appearing at my door with a computer was a

miracle. And, folks, I am not talking about a used

computer. It was a brand new, in the box, never opened
computer. If my wife and | had charged that computer

and not prayed, Il don‘t thi
come to our door.

| praise God for providing in a miraculous way, and |
praise Him for continually teaching me about the
spiritual part of how my fi

Here is the first question: Is it possible that every financial
decision is, also, a spiritual decision?

What would I consider if | wanted to think about spirituality

earlier in the process than when | find myself in trouble
financially? Let ‘nsabostthear t wi t h
consequences of borrowing:

-Does debt foster envy and greed? Have | learned to be
content?

-Does the ability to incur debt cause impulse buying?

-Could my resources be better used than paying interest
on debt? Paying interest payments on debt consumes
resources that could provide for my family and for
ministry. What if the $1500.00 the average family
spends on credit card interest per year was spent on
missions?

-Does my reliance on credit
by sending a message to the world that God cannot meet
my needs so that is why | have to rely upon credit cards?

- Could I be using credit cards to buy things that God is
not providing because He knows they are harmful to



me? Does using credit cards interfere with my ability to
learn the lessons God wants to teach me?

-When | wuse a credit card,
provision? Should | pray more and wait more?

Why do people use credit cards? Why do people get into debt?
First of all, do not think that | am saying the use of credit cards
is always bad. | am not saying that all debt is bad. There is
good debt; there is bad debt. But, | do ask another question:
have we become a people that know nothing of delayed
gratification and a people much too familiar with instant
gratification?

|l s —unhealthyl debt a symptom
Perhaps failure to trust God? Greed? Impatience? Lack of
discipline? Poor self-image? Are we serving mammon instead

of serving God? Dick Towner, from the Willow Creek Church

in Chicago and executive director of the Good Sense curriculum
says, —Materialism is doing a
reaching people,” he said. "We must train people as to a proper
relationship and att i twhdae ‘tsow
keeping us from significant steps toward fulfilling the Great
Commission."

Let‘s go a step farther with
spiritual nature does a perso
money to pay for something they want? The Good Sense

curriculum developed by the Willow Creek church in Chicago
suggests that persons consider the following:

1. Is God trying to tell me something?
2. Do I really need it right now?

3. Have I misspent the money God has already supplied
for it?



4. Will acquiring it increase my effectiveness in serving
God?

5. Could it be replaced with a less expensive item?
6. Have I given God an opportunity to provide it?

7. By buying this now, will I miss the opportunity to
buy something I really need later?

A lot of questions have been asked in this article; hopefully,

they have caused you to think about the spiritual nature of debt.

As you consider the question, realize there is really only one

answer: —Seek ye first the Kingdom
right eousness. |

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Thanksgiving

The Plymouth Colony celebrated the first American

Thanksgiving in 1621. From the earliest history of the brave
souswhoc ol oni zed the New Worl d,
thankful to God. Not all the colonies celebrated it on the same

day until 1789 when George Washington declared

Thanksgiving a national holiday. President Franklin D.

Roosevelt later changed the date to the fourth Thursday of
November, the date we celebrate today.

But being thankful is not reserved for only one day every year.
Thanksgiving should be reflected in our lives daily. This

Sunday we have sung hymns of praise. Do you know we are to
dothatwiththan k s gi vi ng? — wi || pr a
and glorify him with thanksgi

We have prayed. This too is t
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requestmanstd®(NIGod. Il Phil i

Paul sumsitupbysaying:—I n every thing gi
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.ll
1Thessalonians 5:18 (N1V)

Another form of worship we are instructed to do with
thanksgiving is our giving. After all, the word is
thanksGIVING. In Deuteronomy 26 God gave specific
instructions regarding what the giver was to say at offering
time. As the tithe was offered to Him they were directed to
thankfully say how they had been delivered from slavery and
brought into the land of blessing and abundance.



Each of us has so much to be thankful for. Where would we be
i f it were not for the Lord"‘s

The older members of our congregation may remember the

lyrics of a hymn often sung in bygone years. —€ount your many

bl essings name them one by one
the Lord has done.ll

So today, |l et s do just that a
Him for our many blessings. Verbalize them, either audibly or
silently in your heart as you give today.

© 2006 OfferingTime.com
OfferingTime Message of the Week
By Caleb McAfee

Questions for thought:

Make a list of 10 things you are thankful for. Thank God for
them! Now, tear up that list and go deeper. What if those 10
things were suddenly removed from your life?

1. Could you still enter into a time of thanksgiving?

2. Make a new | ist..can you fi
thankful? Why or why not?
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TRUE WEALTH

A rich man named Carl loved to ride his horse through his vast
estate to congratulate himself on his wealth. One day on such a
ride, he came on Hans, an old tenant farmer who had sat down

to eat his lunch in the shade of a great oak tree. Ha n s * head
bowed inprayerr When he | ooked wup, he
sir. Il didn‘t see you. | was
—Hmph! Il snorted Carl, noticin
cheese constituting the ol d m
to eat, | doeltlthkenkiviwguld
—Oh, I replied Hans, —it 1is qu
that you should come by today, sir. | ... I feel I should tell you,

|l had a strange dream just be
—And what di d vyalwithdnrareusedsfiile. Car

—l't seemed there was beauty a

could hear a voice saying, _T
die tonight.‘ll

—Dreams!ll cried the | andowner
away.

—Lor d, havesomer ciyf ohne hriesal | y i

Hans prayed as he watched horse and rider disappear.

Die tonight, mused Carl. It was ridiculous, of course! No use his
going into a panic. The best
dream was to forgetit. Buthecouldn * t f or get it .
fine, at least until Hans described his stupid dream. Now he
didn‘t feel too wel/l



That evening he called his doctor, who was also a personal
friend. —Could you come over 2l
you. |

When the doctor arrived, Carl told him the whole story.
—Sounds | i ke poppycock to me, I
peace of mind, |l et‘s examine y

A little later, his examination complete, the doctor was full of
assurances. —Carl, you'omesdf as s
yours. There‘s no way you're
thanked his friend and told him how foolish he felt for being
upset by an old man‘s dr eam.

«

About 9 a.m. a messenger arriyv
Hans, I the messkagernisghd. i rHle!
(Henry Gariepy, Portraits of Perseverance).

Gariepy added: —We need to dif
and what most people consider as wealth. True wealth is not

money, possessions, luxuries, security. Those things that glitter

will someday turn to dust and ashes in our hands. True wealth

consists in such spiritual treasures as love, peace, faith, friends,
service, wisdom. : : . God i s
Jesus admonition to believers
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where

thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves

do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heartwillbe al soll ( MBNKIMLLew 6: 19

A treasure is valuable in proportion to the affection one feels
toward it. | f one‘s treasures
tied to the earth; if his treasures are in heaven, his heart is wed

to heaven. The treasures of earth will all pass away; treasures



laid up in heaven are eternal. Each individual decides where his
focus will be.

Two businessmen were discussing a classmate of theirs at

Princeton. The man was now a

di stinguished Chri stihaen.i s -wbo
one said to the other.

—l don‘t think he‘s worth any
probably right in terms of earthly possessions. But when it came

to the soul, when it came to relationship with God and to doing

good toward his fellowmen, the man was wealthy indeed.

Anyone who has tapped into the inexhaustible riches of Christ
has found wealth this earth knows nothing about. And though
men have drawn from that reservoir for centuries, it is as full as
ever.

Earthly wealth or heavenly wealth? Carl or Hans? Where is
your treasure? (From A Call to Excellence, Pathway Press)

Questions for thought:

1. Suppose your closest family
parent ..were asked this quest:.
________ ‘s | namke)ewhefeidosigpmose theiry o u r
treasure | ies?l How do you t

2. Would the response to the same question be any different
from your co-worker? Neighbor? Your tax return preparer?

By Homer G. Rhea, Assistant Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Blessing Others Can Go
Unappreciated

There was a man who worked for the post office whose job it
was to process all the mail that had illegible addresses. One
day, a letter came addressed in a shaky handwriting to God with
no actual address. He thought he should open it to see what it
was aboult.

The letter read:

Dear God,

| am an 83 year old widow living on a very small
pension. Yesterday someone stole my purse. It had $100
in it, which was all the money I had until my next
pension check. Next Sunday is Christmas, and | had
invited two of my friends over for dinner. Without that
money, | have nothing to buy food with. | have no
family to turn to, and you are my only hope.

Can you please help me?

Sincerely,
Edna

The postal worker was touched. He showed the letter to all the
other workers. Each one dug into his or her wallet and came up
with a few dollars. By the time he made the rounds, he had
collected $96, which they put into an envelope and sent to the
woman.

The rest of the day, all the workers felt a warm glow thinking of
Edna and the dinner she would be able to share with her friends.



Christmas came and went. A few days later, another letter came
from the same old lady to God. All the workers gathered around
while the letter was opened.

It read:

Dear God,

How can | ever thank you enough for what you did for
me? Because of your gift of love, | was able to fix a
glorious dinner for my friends. We had a very nice day
and | told my friends of your wonderful gift.

By the way, there was $4 missing. | think it must have
been those jerks at the post office.

Author Unknown
Questions for thought:
1. Although this story is humorous, the truth is that in real life
—eur sacrificial giving can often be unappreciated. Our natural
tendency towards bitterness and resentfulness can be avoided
when we apply Colossians 3:22-24. Look up this passage and
consider how you would use it to counsel the postal workers in
our story.

2. When, if ever, is it appropriate to discontinue gifts to a
certain individual or recipient organization?

Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Greed

Greed is the opposite of stewardship. Here is what God says
about greed:

But now | am writing you that you must not associate
with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually
immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a
drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even
eat. | Corinthians 5:11.

Greed angers God so much and is so sinful that Christians are
instructed to not even associate with the greedy.

Questions for thought:

1. Ki ng Bearsh mal O God, andlknow my-heart:
try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. Psalm 139:23-
24.

Have you done that? Why do you think people do not ask God
that question as much as they should? Maybe they are afraid of
what He will reveal to them?

2. Can we be greedy in more than how we handle our
possessions?

When the apostles received the baptism with the Holy Ghost
they did not rent the upper room and stay there to hold holiness
meetings, but went everywhere preaching the gospel. -Will Huff

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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God Says It Is Important

There are 500 verses in the Bible on prayer. There are 500

verses in the Bible on faith. There are 2350 verses on money

and material possessions. Over one-third of the parables by

Jesus are about money or material possessions. The only thing

di scussed more in the Bible i

Why does God want to teach us so much about money and
possessions?

| think there are three prominent reasons why money and
material possessions were a constant theme in the teaching of
Jesus Christ and why God has so many verses in the Scripture
about money and possessions:

1. How we handle our money impacts our fellowship with
the Lord. Jesus equates how we handle money with the

gual ity of our spiritual i f e
therefore you have not been faithful in the use of worldly
weal th, who wil!/ entrust the

If we handle our money properly according to the principles of
Scripture, our fellowship with Christ is going to grow closer. If

we are unfaithful with it, our fellowship with Him will suffer.

This is clearly illustrated in the parable of the talents. The

master commends the servant who had managed money

f ai t h ¥elllddneygood and-faithful servant; you were

faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many

t hings. Enter into the joy o

2. Possessions compete with the Lord for mastery of our
lives. That is why Jesus had so much to say about money. He
tells us we must choose to serve only one of these two masters:



No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon (money).

It is impossible for us to serve money—even in a small way—

and still serve the Lord.

When the Crusades were being fought during the 12th century,

the Crusaders purchased the services of mercenaries to fight in
theirbehal f . Because it was a _r
insisted that the mercenaries be baptized before fighting. As

they were being baptized, the mercenaries would take their

swords and hold them out of the water to symbolize that Jesus

Christ was not in control of their swords. They had the freedom

to use their weapons in any way they wished.

Though not as blatant about it as were the mercenaries, many
people handle their money in a similar fashion. Some
Christians hold t hodi rt hvealwadtes ,

effect saying, —God, You can b
except in the area of money—that is my right, and I am
perfectly capable of handling

3. Much of life revolves around the use of money. The Lord
talked so much about money because He also knew that much
of our lives would revolve around its use. Fortunately, he has
adequately prepared us for that task by giving us the Bible as
His blueprint for living.

If we take a look at scripture, GOD has retained certain
responsibilities about the handling of our money and has
delegated other responsibilities to us. We are going to be very
frustrated if we do not realize which responsibilities are His and
which are ours. God can take care of His responsibilities far
better than | can.

Questions for thought:



1. Obviously, satan is just as interested in our views about

money and possessions as God is. How would you tie
humanity‘'s struggle with this
and the exchange between Eve and the devil?

2. What would someone who reviewed your checkbook register
conclude about the status of your relationship with God?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Increase

I just read The Increase Life written by Tony Scott, pastor of the
Cathedral of Praise Church of God in Ohio. | want to take a
look at something he shares in his book. If you would like to
read his book, call our office at 423-478-7179, and we will ship
it to you for $12.

He shares that one of our responses to increase must be our use
of that increase to bless others. Here is what he shares on pages
178 and 179:

—Fhere are not selfish blessings in the Kingdom.

God does not bless you so you can lavish possessions
upon yourself. He does not place at your disposal
resources for you to squander them upon your own
pleasures. No! God blesses His people so they might be
a blessing.

Remember what God said to A
and make your name famous and distinguished, and you
wi || be a blessing. | Genes

The people to whom you are first to be blessing are
those who are in fellowship with you in Christ Jesus. In
Ephesians 4:16 we read,

—or because of Him the whole body,
closely joined and firmly knit together by
the joints and ligaments with which it is
supplied, when each part is working
properly, grows to full maturity, building
itself up in love.ll



You must recognize that yo
intoll the Body of Christ.
ligament—you link together other members of

the Body even as they are joined to you. The

purpose for your place in the Body of Christ is to

do divine work.

God does not place you in the Body of Christ
solely so you will feel good about yourself or
feel secure in His love, although both of those
results occur. God has something for you to do.

As you love those to whom you are joined—
which in a practical way means to give of your
substance, talents, gifts, and time to those to
whom you are linked—two things happen
simultaneously. First, needs are met. And
second, the body as a whole grows into full
spiritual maturity in Christ.

When you give of your substance and your
giftings to others, you are used by God to meet a
need in their lives. You, in turn, are built up as
you receive from the substance and the giftings
they give to you. The greater this flow of giving
and receiving out of love, the greater the body
grows spiritually. There is a mutual giving and
receiving of individual contributions that builds
up the whole and meets the needs of the whole,
as well as the needs of individual members.

Increase does not occur in isolations. It is
intended to be a whole-Body-of-Christ
experience. l

Questions for thought:



1.I'f you agree wi t,ilhowtoome y
know when our obligatio
in fellowshipl with us
give to needs outside the Body of Christ?

2. What is the best way to know where to invest our
time, talents, and resources?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Blessed by More Than Just
Money

In his book, The Increase Life, Pastor Tony Scott points out that
our harvest is far more than economic:

—Mo s tperipy teazhers tell their followers to look for
a material, natural, physical or financial harvest. They
advocate a simple formul a:

God*‘ s p | a-life irfcrease is basedooh aedifferent
premi se: _ Gi v hackyapabundane nt i r
i fe."

The Bible does not promise us that God will multiply
every seed we plant in the form of material possessions
that we can consume to fulfill our own greed or self-
centered desires for recognition, reward, or self-esteem.
God does not promise us an abundance of stuff so that
we might satisfy our own flesh. When He sends a
harvest to us, He intends for that harvest to meet all the
needs of our life—many of which are not financial or
material. And, He intends for us to replant part of that
harvest back into the soil of His Kingdom and to use the
overflow of what we receive to extend the Gospel.

God knows what we need far more than we know what
we need. He seeks to meet our needs, and our foremost
need in life is to know Him. If we have not received
Jesus Christ as our Savior, that is the foremost need in
our life. If we have received Jesus Christ, then our
foremost need is to know Him better and to grow to
become more like Him. All other needs are secondary.



Certainly we have a need for food, shelter, and clothing.
We have a need for health, energy, stamina, emotional
well-being, friendship, and love. We have a need for
hope and a sense of purpose and fulfillment in life.

Few people need a bigger house, an airplane, five cars, a

fur coat, and a yacht! God does not cater to our

excessive, self-focused desires for possessions. He

longs for fellowship with us and for us to desire the

things He desires on this earth—that more people might

know Him and love Him, that the basic needs of all

people might be met, and that people might live in hope

and faith rather than in di

Questions for thought:

1. Our view of what we needand Go d * s of whateveweed
are two different things. How can we bring our view into
alignment with God®s?

2. How does our culture influence our perceived needs? How
do we best deal with this?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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A Group of People We May Forget
to Bless

Gene Getz has just written an outstanding book titled Rich in
Every Way. He lists 102 supracultural principles that the Bible
teaches. Number 20 is: Special Blessings. God will reward us
when we help meet the material needs of others who serve God.
Gene Getz describes this principle on page 71 of his book:

—Fhis principle is frequently reinforced with illustrations
and directives in the Scriptures. God designated the first
tithe in Israel to be used to care for the physical needs of
the Levites who ministered in the tabernacle (Numbers
18:21-29). Paul and other writers of the New Testament
letters emphasized the importance of taking care of
spiritual leaders who devote a lot of time and energy to
the ministry. But one important principle to remember
from J e steachihgs is that Christians who care for
their spiritual leaders will not only encourage these
people; they will also be blessed themselves, even if
they can only give a —cup
10:42).

Questions for thought:

1. How does a church decide if it is adequately providing for
their pastor? Whose responsibility in the church is it to ask the
question?

2. Is it possible that pastors can be discouraged in ministry
because their family is not being adequately provided for?
Should we try and keep our pastor humble through poverty, or
should we look for opportunities to provide for him?



3. Are the children of the pastor seeing Jesus Christ in the
people of the church because of the way they are being provided
for?

4. When a pastor and his family are far away from their family
so that they can minister where God has called them, what can
the church do to help them as they long for time with their
parents who are aging?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries



The Blessing Principle: Blessed to be a Blessing Day 22

Equal Sacrifice; Not Equal Giving

Gene Getz has just written an outstanding book titled Rich in
Every Way. He lists 102 supracultural principles that the Bible
teaches. Supracultural principle Number 22 is: Sacrificial
Giving. God will reward us in his eternal kingdom based on
the degree of sacrifice in our giving.

Gene Getz says on pages 76-78 of his book:

—To understand this princi
God‘ s p e orsigerehe followirg example.

Many Christians tithe. . .regularly to their church.

However, some of these tithers give more sacrificially. .

.. Others who tithe could give much more in terms of

material possessions. In order to give to the same

degree of sacrifice, these people would need to give a

much higher percentage of their total income and

resources.

The Bible calls this givin
income. (1 Corinthians16:2)—i t * s pr opor t i
In fact, some Christians could easily give as much as 50
percent or more of their income and still be able to

secure for themselves many luxuries that others who

give 10 percent cannot.

Thought not always the case, many American Christians
have given out of plenty rather than out of poverty. All
of us will receive eternal life, but some will receive
more rewards and greater prominence in Glory because
of their sacrificial spirit. Some of us will have received
our rewards on earth (Matthew 6:2), but the rewards of



those who give sacrificially will last throughout
eternity. |
Questions for thought:
1. Are we giving unselfishly?
2. Are we giving proportionately?

3. Are we giving generously?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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How Will You Be Remembered?

Randy Alcorn in The Treasure Principle shares the following
account:

—Al fred Nobel dropped the

in his hands. It was 1888. Nobel was a Swedish chemist
who made his fortune inventing and producing
dynamite. His brother Ludvig had died in France.

But now Al fred's grief
H e ‘just read an obituary in a French newspaper—not
his brother‘s obituary,

the brothers. The headlineread, —T he Mer chant

Death I s Dead. I Al fred
man who had gotten rich by helping people kill one
another.

Shaken by this appraisal of his life, Nobel resolved to
use his wealth to change his legacy. When he died,
eight years later, he left more than $9 million to fund
awards for people whose work benefited humanity. The
awards became known as the Nobel Prizes.

Alfred Nobel had a rare opportunity—to look at the
assessment of his life at its end and still have the chance
to change it. Before his life was over, Nobel made sure
he had invested his wealth in something of lasting
val ue. |l

Questions for thought:

1. Five minutes after you die, what will you wish you would
have given away while you still had the chance?



2. How will people remember you? Will you be known as one

who accumul ated treasures on e
will you be recognized as one who invested treasures in heaven

that you could not lose?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Why Do You Suppose You Are So
Blessed?

Time for a couple of tough questions:

Consider that God would want to fulfill his plan of world
evangelization. And, let us suppose God would want to help
the suffering people in the world. What gift do you think He
might distribute to His people? Perhaps the gift of giving?
And, what would He give to those who He has given that gift?
Perhaps unprecedented wealth to meet all of those needs and
further His Kingdom?

l sn*t t hat EXA@@fel ookwrbuadtyouuHe h a
We American Christians have been amazingly blessed. The
TOUGH QUESTION IS: What are we doing with that wealth?

Woodr ow Kr ol | s aiyeéifeto be ablessinge s h
not a bystander.o

Let me ask a couple of additional questions:

1. Are you generous towards God and others?

2. Are you winning the battle against materialism?
3. Are you teaching Christians to give?

Today‘'s devotional was Tased
Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn.

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Contentment |

My first awareness of death came when | was six years old and

my grandpa died. Actually, that is not exactly right. We had

burial services for many pet turtles in my first six years of life.

My grandfather was just short of retiring and had worked many

years building tires. | suspect the long years of working in the

difficult conditions in the rubber shop contributed to his death

in his early 60°s. One day wh
down and passed into eternity. What a change that caused in

my grandmot her s | ife. No | on
my grandfather working; no retirement benefit since he died

before he could retire. Her only income was a small social

security check. She had to sell her home that she had lived in

for decades. She would live half of the week with one of her

daughters and the other half of the week at our house.

I never heard my grandmother complain one time about how
her husband had died just a few months short of his retirement.

I never heard her complain about having to live with her
children. Through the years, | found out that she had lived a life
of difficulty and hardship; nothing came easy. | never heard her
complain about that. She had been a part of the church where |
grew up from its earliest days, and I never heard her complain
about the pastor or any of the people.

I have a friend that complains all of the time. This friend (I am
not going to say anything to identify this friend; this friend may
read this, and | do not want to be the subject of another
complaint). This friend has extraordinary blessings in his/her
life, and yet this friend wears me out with his/her complaining.



| pondered on why some people complain a great deal and why

some people never complain. 1think I came upon a couple of

reasons why my grandmother was very different from my

friend. My friend is centered upon himself/herself all of the

time. He/she makes no effort to bless others. In addition, |

never hear my friend express thanks for how he/she is blessed.

I remember hearing my gr athdmo
her life seemed to focus on her family and upon others. Plus,

my grandmother*®s prayers were
blessing her and providing for her.

Here i s what Paul said, —I kn
know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of

being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether | i vPhilpgiansdrl2. pl e

Job gives us these encouraging words:

He knows the way that | take;
When He has tested me,
I shall come forth as gold.
My foot has held fast to His steps;
| have kept His way and not turned aside.
| have not departed from the commandment of His lips;
| have treasured the words of His mouth
More than my necessary food.
But He is unique, and who can make Him change?
And whatever His soul desires, that He does.
For He performs what is appointed for me.
Job 23:10-14

Woodrow Krol |l says, —Christia
gives us as an opportunity to be an even greater blessing to

those around us. The older we grow, the more blessed our
presence should be. We must b
simply increase our litany of complaints or add to our list of

ail ment s. Let ' s visgemvantedadyice; | i p s


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=57&chapter=4&verse=12&version=31&context=verse

|l et‘s be available but not med
we can be blessed, | et ‘Make seek
My Life a Blessing taken from Lessons on Living by Abraham

Questions for thought:

1. Isitasin to complain?

2. What kind of a legacy are you leaving to those who come
behindyou? Wi I | t hey see you as a —g¢
—grumbling protestorll?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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| read a story by an unknown author:

One day a father of a very wealthy family took his son
on a trip to the country with the firm purpose of showing
his

son how poor people can be. They spent a couple of
days and

nights on the farm of what would be considered a very
poor family.

On their return from their trip, the father asked his son,
"How was the trip?"

"It was great, Dad."

"Did you see how poor people can be?" the father asked.
"Oh yeah" said the son.

"So what did you learn from the trip?" asked the father.

The son answered, "I saw that we have one dog and they
had four.

We have a pool that reaches to the middle of our garden
and they

have a creek that has no end. We have imported lanterns
in our garden

and they have the stars at night. Our patio reaches to the
front yard

and they have the whole horizon. We have a small piece
of land to live

on and they have fields that go beyond our sight. We
have servants who

serve us, but they serve others. We buy our food, but
they grow theirs.



We have walls around our property to protect us; they
have friends to protect them."

With this the boy's father was speechless.

Then his son added, —Thanks
poor we are."

Here are some practical steps to contentment:

A Reduce living expenses below income.

A Place value on what you have, not on what you want.

A Get pleasure in taking care of possessions entrusted to
you.

A Express appreciation for things you usually take for
granted. Look around and consider how blessed you are.

Questions for thought:

1. What do dirty dishes, unmade beds, unwashed sweaty gym
clothes, screaming children, and utility bills have in common?
Interesting question? Look at the bottom of the page for my
thoughts on that question.

2. How can adjusting your perspective change your level of
contentment?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries

All of these things mean you are blessed! Dirty dishes, unmade beds,
unwashed sweaty gym clothes may mean that you are blessed with children
to enjoy and nurture. Better to spend time with those children than to have
clean dishes, a neat bed and all of the wash done? Many people who cannot
have children would praise God for the blessing of screaming children.
Utility bills mean that you have the blessing of living under a roof and

el ectric/lgas which 75% of the worl d-*.
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If you have a car and live under a roof whether you own it or
rent it, you are one of the top 5% of wealthy people in this
world. Very few people have a roof over their head and a car.
If you have two cars, you are one of the top 3% wealthiest
people in the world.

| read this story somewhere years ago and cannot find where |
read it in order to give appropriate attribution:

A few years ago a friend was spending the weekend
with me, and when we awakened on Saturday morning
she asked, "What shall we do today? Where would it be
fun to go? The mall? The movies? The museum?" |
think she was pretty stunned when I suggested we stay
home. "And do what?" she questioned. "What about the
beach, or the mountains, or the desert? Shouldn't we go
someplace? It's Saturday!" She could not imagine
staying home on a day we had set aside for fun.

"Well," | said, "why don't we do something here and
enjoy what we already have?"

"Oh," she muttered. But she really became intrigued
with the idea as | explained how | feel that we
sometimes go running around looking for and buying
more things--things we might already have. Why don't
we just stay home and enjoy them?

That's what my friend and I did that day...and she loved
it. We worked a jigsaw puzzle, listened to our favorite
music, read to each other, played a game, made little
meals, all the while having wonderful conversation. We
went to bed that night completely satisfied.



Since that day, my friend has said to me many times,
"That helped me so much. I've really learned to stay
home and enjoy what | already have." Now when she
comes here she never wants to leave. If we go to the
mall or the movies, it's because | drag her. Not long ago
| found a delightful little devotional book and I couldn't
wait to buy it for her. The title? Staying Home.

What we learned that day is that enough is enough, even
though there are times we're afraid to test it. We're kind
of scared that what we have won't be enough to satisfy
us.

Why do we so often feel that "there's something better
out there"? | believe we're often uncomfortable with
ourselves, so we go outside ourselves in search of
someone, or something, or some place that will bring us
contentment. We want to be somebody else, somewhere
else, doing something else, and truthfully, we will settle
for almost anything. And what does the Bible say about
that? In Philippians 4:11, Paul says it all: "I have learned
to be content whatever the circumstances."

The key to contentment is to consider. Consider who
you are and be satisfied with that. Consider what you
have and be satisfied with that. Consider what God's
doing and be satisfied with that. You will be amazed at
how much more comfortable you'll feel with yourself.

Questions for thought:
Questions to ask if money is not there to buy something you

1. Is God trying to tell me something?

2. Do I really need it right now?

3. Have I misspent the money God has already supplied for it?
4. Will acquiring it increase my effectiveness in serving God?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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Where Is Your Treasure?

(Based on a sermon by Randy Alcorn)

—The streets of Cairo were
Thurman took us down an alley. We drove past Arabic

signs to a gate that opened to a plot of overgrown grass.

It was a graveyard for American missionaries. As my

family and | followed, Pat pointed to a sun scorched
tombstone that read:913-Wil

Borden, a Yale graduate and heir to great wealth,
rejected a life of ease in order to bring the gospel to
Muslims. Refusing even to buy himself a car, Borden
gave away hundreds of thousands of dollars to missions.
After only four months of zealous ministry in Egypt, he
contracted spinal meningitis and died at the age of
twenty-five.

| dusted off the epitaph o
describing his love and sacrifices for the kingdom of

God and for Muslim people, the inscription ended with a
phrase | *ve never forgotte
there is no explanation fo

The Thur mans t ook ugsavesot r ai
the Egyptian National Museum. The King Tut exhibit

was mind-boggling. Tutankhamen, the boy king, was

only seventeen when he died. He was buried with solid

gold chariots and thousands of golden artifacts. His

gold coffin was found within gold tombs within gold

tombs within gold tombs. The burial site was filled with

tons of gold.



The Egyptians believed in an afterlife--one where they

could take earthly treasures. But all the treasures
intended for King Tut'‘®s &ete
where they were until Howard Carter discovered the

burial chamber i n 1922. Th
more than three thousand years.

| was struck by the contrast between these two graves.
Borden's was obscure, dusty
alleyof a street | ittered with
tomb glittered with unimaginable wealth. Yet where are

these two young men now? One, who lived in opulence

and called himself king, is in the misery of a Christless

eternity. The other, who lived a modest life on earth in

service of the one true King, is enjoying his everlasting

reward in the presence of his Lord.

Tut's | ife was tragic becau
discoveredtoolate--h e coul dn‘t take hi
hi m. Wi lliam Bohad eMiy?s | i f e

Because instead of leaving behind his treasures, he sent
them on ahead. |

-An excerpt from The Treasure Principle by Randy
Alcorn, Multnomah Publishers (2001) (If you would
like a copy of this book, Stewardship Ministries will
send it to you for $9.99 plus $3.99 shipping and
handling. Call us at 423-478-7179.)

Martin Luther once said: "People go through three conversions
in the Christian faith: their head, their heart, and their
pocketbook -- unfortunately, not all at the same time!"

Let's take a look at some relevant statistics:

1. Incomes have gone up nine to 10 times in the last 20
years and giving to ministry has gone down about 50



percent. There has been a steady decline in the
percentage of Americans who give to ministry. The
decline is roughly six to eight percent each year from
1998 to 2000.

2. In the year 2000, 17 percent of Americans claim to
tithe while in reality only 6 percent actually do so. (As
an aside, | guess it makes sense that if you are going to
steal from God, it doesn't bother you to lie about it.)

3. The two groups in the United States that give the
highest percentage of their income are the poor (those
making less than $20,000 per year) and the rich (those
making more than $100,000 per year). Middle-class
Americans are the smallest percentage givers.

4. Christians give away $181 billion per year, but if all
Christians tithed according to scripture, giving would
increase to $647 billion per year.

5. Generally, the more money a person makes, the less
likely he is to tithe.

Did any of those statistics surprise you? There are two
treasuries: heaven and earth.

It says in Matthew 6:19-25, "Where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.” Whenever we put our money into
something we develop vested interests in that thing. Ideally, it
would seem our treasures will go where our heart is. So, if our
heart is changed when we accept Jesus Christ, it will change
where we put our treasures. | do think that it works that way.
But it works the other way, also. Our heart will follow where
we put our treasures.

If your treasure is in house and lands and cars and boats and
electronic equipment, where will your heart be? Show me your



checkbook and VISA statement, and I'll tell you where your
heart is. Because your heart is wherever you put your treasures.

You want your heart to be in the things of God? Let me help
you to do that. There is a very simple solution: put your
treasures in the things of God. Develop vested interests in God's
kingdom. You want to feel more a part of your local church?
Then be more a part of it. Invest yourself in what your church is
all about. That's how you gain vested interests in what's going
on here. You want to have a heart for missions? Put your money
in missions.

In my giving, | have given to our benevolence ministry. And
guess what? Jesus was right. (Surprise!) My heart followed my
treasure. | became very concerned about benevolence. As | gave
to missions, my heart followed my treasure. The same way a
person gains a deep interest in Microsoft or General Motors by
putting his money there, a person gains a deep interest in the
kingdom of God by putting his money there.

Two treasuries, two perspectives, two masters. Choose yours.

Questions for thought:

1. If you are reading this, hopefully you are already a giver on
some level. How did you decide to whom or to what need you
are currently giving?

2. Does God care where we sow our seeds of giving as long as
we are sowing? Should this decision be a matter of prayer?

By Ken Davis, Director, Stewardship Ministries
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